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South Whidbey Parks & Recreation District 

August 19, 2015 – Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

I.        Call to Order 

Commissioners Present:  Joel Gerlach, Mark Helpenstell, Matt Simms (at 6:10 p.m.) and Don 

Wood (via GoTo Meeting) 

Staff Present:  Doug Coutts, Tom Fallon and Peggy Nelson 

 

Joel called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  The attendance sheet is attached for permanent 

records only. 

 

II. Public Comment 

Doug said he received an email from Freda Sprietsma requesting a new sets of signs regarding 

the dog leash laws be installed at all Park District properties. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on July 15, 2015, were unanimously approved in a motion 

made by Mark and seconded by Don.  

  

IV.      Treasurer’s Report/Voucher List Approval 

Matt reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. 
 

The ending fund balances, per Island County, were as follows: 

 The Maintenance and Operations Fund was $303,854.87. 

 The Capital Fund was $500.64. 

 The Reserve Fund was $194,620.21. 

 The Bond Fund was $141,476.59. 

 

Voucher Approval 

In a motion made by Mark and seconded by Don, the Board unanimously approved the 

Maintenance and Operations Fund Vouchers #6989 through #7054 in the amount of 

$100,187.96 and electronic tax payments in the amount of $2,618.48. 

    

V.   Staff Report (to be attached for permanent records) 

Doug reviewed the staff report with the commissioners.  Doug said he met with the new 

South Whidbey High School Athletic Director, Paul Lagerstedt, and Paul expressed interest 

in obtaining assistance from the Park District to maintain School District fields. 

 

Doug said the South Whidbey Rotary Club asked if they could install a Rotary sign at the 

basketball court on the court fence closest to the road at center court. 

 

Mark asked that the Staff Report be amended to include that the incident with the man with 

the dogs off-leash was the second incident with the same person/issue. 
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Matt said he received feedback on the Triathlon that the T-1 transition needs attention but he 

said he would address that with the Triathlon committee.  Doug said some of the tri-athletes 

commented that the start time should be earlier than 10:00 a.m. and Matt said the time was 

changed to 10:00 a.m. to accommodate ferry riders.   

 

VI.   Unfinished Business 

A. Comprehensive Plan Programs 
Matt said they followed up the meeting with Whidbey General Hospital by providing them 

with a draft budget and Doug said he had not received any feedback from the Hospital on 

the draft budget.  Matt said he heard second hand that the community relations manager for 

the Hospital was moving on so they may have a new contact for the Hospital soon.    

  

B. Irrigation and Drainage YAF Grant Application – Status Report 

Doug said he received back his original grant application from RCO in July with 

suggestions to improve the application so he implemented those changes and resubmitted 

the application.  Doug said he is waiting for a response to his resubmission and is expecting 

to receive a response from RCO in November.  Matt asked how long it will take to do the 

irrigation and drainage work and Tom said one month. 

 

C.  Resolution 2015-06 – Post-Issuance Compliance Policy 

Doug said Resolution 2015-06 was regarding the issuance of bonds and it was 

recommended by Pacifica Law Group that the Board implement the policy even though no 

bond issues are pending.  Doug said that when a bond is issued, some bonds require 

reporting to the State and other governmental entities and this resolution would implement 

the policy to comply with these reporting requirements.  Doug said this policy would not 

apply to the current potential property acquisitions since they were not issuing any bonds for 

the purchase.  Mark made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-06 – Post-Issuance 

Compliance Policy and Matt seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

D.  Consideration of Acquisition of Property – Gabelein Property 

Doug said the seller of the Gabelein property is looking at candidates for the review 

appraisal which the sellers are funding.  Doug said he is waiting on a timeline from the 

sellers and can hopefully move forward soon with the purchase.  Doug said he is looking at 

the Park District’s current water system since the system has been blue-tagged which means 

the District is unable to expand without upgrading the water system.  Doug said he has 

contacted Quin Clements from Davido Consulting who will contact the State and find out 

why the Park District water system has been blue-tagged.  Doug said that if the Park 

District’s offer on the property is accepted, percolation tests along with an evaluation of the 

water system will need to be completed within the 45-day evaluation period.   

  

VII. New Business 

     A.  Consideration of Acquisition of Property – Holmes Harbor Properties 

Doug said the Holmes Harbor Golf Course property is being offered for sale by two 

separate sellers; one is selling the fairways and greens (golf course) and the other is selling 

the clubhouse and waterfront.  Doug said the minimum bid for the golf course is $450,000 

and for the clubhouse and waterfront the minimum is $1.6 million.  Doug said the District 

would have to submit a $50,000 check with the bid if the District submitted a bid offer.  
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Doug said that previously the District did not have any evidence that the golf course could 

support itself.  Doug said he would advise the Board to stand back for now and not submit 

an offer.  Doug said that if the District could purchase just the golf course portion with the 

option of converting it to a park if desired, then maybe the District should submit an offer 

but the bid packet restricts the use of the property to a golf course only.  

 

Matt said that when Island Greens Golf Course was for sale, the District wanted a public 

golf course on the south end of the island and Holmes Harbor Golf Course was not public 

at the time.  Matt said it looks like Island Greens Golf Course is staying in place so the 

need to keep a golf course accessible on the south end is satisfied.  Matt said they should 

stand back and let the sale of Holmes Harbor Golf Course play out and Mark and Joel 

agreed.  Don said there are agreements between the Holmes Harbor Golf Course and the 

Holmes Harbor Sewer District that if the Park District purchased the course, would have 

to be negotiated because there are other things to consider.  Doug said the purchaser of the 

golf course would own the irrigation system but the Sewer District could upgrade the 

system and the purchaser would have to pay for the upgrades.  Doug said the Sewer 

District also has the ability to irrigate whenever they choose to irrigate which directly 

affects the golf course.  Matt asked Doug to collect any financial documents as they 

become available on the golf course property. 

 

Doug said the South Whidbey Rotary Club that donated funds to the basketball court at 

Community Park asked that a Rotary sign be posted at the court.  Mark asked who would 

maintain the sign or what control does the District have over the maintenance of the sign. 

Doug said the sign would be posted for the life of the court or the life of the sign and he 

will write a statement to the effect that the Rotary is responsible to maintain the sign.  All 

of the commissioners agreed to post the Rotary sign at the basketball court in Community 

Park.   

 

VIII.  Executive Session – Consideration of Acquisition of Property 

The regular meeting adjourned at 6:44 p.m. and moved to Executive Session for 15 minutes.  

The Executive Session intended to return to the Regular Meeting at 6:59 p.m. 

 

The Executive Session returned to the Regular Meeting at 6:59 p.m. 

 

IX.    Adjournment 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  
 


